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Parents and Caregivers, 
 
My colleague, Dr. Esta Montano once told me that “Culture is what we live every day, what we bring 
with us everywhere we go and its lens is how we make meaning of all that we interface with daily.” 
Over the past month, these words kept resonating for me as I have reflected on the many CSUS 
activities that have explicitly accentuated culture in our school community.  
 
As you may we recall, we celebrated World Language week with a focus on the experiences and 
contributions of our scholars who were born outside of the United Sates. The week’s activities 
illuminated the diversity of our student body and the joys and the complexities of being an ESL 
student and maintaining cultural ties to one’s indigenous traditions.  
 
On March 31, about 25 members of our adult community (parents, caregivers, teachers and staff) 
completed the five week Community Dialogues workshop series co-sponsored by the Parent 
Caregiver Organization (PCO) and the YWCA Boston. Together this group explored culture, race and 
identity with a particular focus on the ways that CSUS can support scholars and families with the 
issues as they intersect with the education programs we provide. The group has identified priority 
issues and developed action plans to promote initiatives to advance CSUS’s social justice agenda.  
 
This past Sunday afternoon, four scholars from my Identity and Voice elective group joined me at a 

panel discussion in Needham regarding the 1961 Freedom Riders entitled “Becoming an Ally: 

Activating your Sphere of Influence.”  The scholars were 8th graders Andrew Anilus, Jordan Lake, 

Kevin “KJ” Reddick and Ahzeem Santos. We were joined by CSUS faculty members Kini Griffin and 

Melanie Ahern. 

 

The audience was comprised of about 35 people. It was mostly middle-aged white people with very 

little racial diversity. We used the video Freedom Riders as the inspiration for a discussion on what 

it means to be an ally to a targeted cultural group that may have less social advantages than you. It 

was a two hour program that at times was uncomfortable for some, much like the discussion of race 
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and privilege can be for many. It was particularly insightful for the young men as some participants 

passionately discussed negative images and cultural stereotypes of black urban boys. I think the 

scholars were surprised by the candor of some,  but  were equally impressive with their candid 

push back. And I was particularly impressed by the passionate retorts of their white allies. 

 
Issues related to the culture of our scholars were also a topic at our March School Site Council (SSC) 

meeting.  Janim Sayles from Harvard’s Project Teach program shared highlights from the Redefining 

Ready: Connecting Adolescent Development to College Readiness workshop that I attended with Ms. 

Ahern, Ms. DeNufrio, Ms. Gordon, Ms. Johnson and Ms. Preval. The workshop was sponsored by 

Project Teach.  Ms. Sayles presentation to the SSC emphasized the importance of helping scholars 

develop a college-going identity which includes: 

 Envisioning – includes developing aspirations and goals that are consistent with other 

dimensions of your identity;  

“I can see myself going to college and studying Science and being on the basketball team.” 
 Believing – includes developing expectations that are based on beliefs about one’s ability to 

go to and succeed in college. 

The discussion that ensued included issues related to alternatives to college, economic barriers to 

college, the intense pressure put on some students to prepare for college, and the large number of 

CSUS students who responded to the grade 7 survey question that that “people like me” are not on 

college campuses.  It was a very useful and well done presentation that inspired the SSC to consider 

school and collaborative community initiatives to support the development of “college-going” 

identities so that our scholars can “see themselves”  in a variety of post-secondary institutions. We 

will revisit this issue at our May SSC meeting to develop initiatives. 

This month the student council will attend the annual Youth Congress sponsored by the Anti-

Defamation League. Later this month, they cap off this experience with activities recognizing the 

national YWCA campaign, Stand Against Racism (http://www.standagainstracism.org/).  We will 

share details of their activities next week. 

Since the inception of CSUS, faculty and staff have discussed how education intersects regularly and 

most often organically with race, culture and identity. We will continue our discussions and related 

actions with the goal of narrowing the achievement/opportunity gap, increasing the diversity of 

active caregiver participation and exposing our scholars and adults to the diversity of insights and 

perspectives that make CSUS a special multicultural community of life-long learners.  

March also brought us several presentations that highlighted the work of our students. On Mar. 

14th, the 6th grade Celebration of Scholar Work was well attended. Parents, caregivers and CSUS 

staff enjoyed a breakfast with our 6th graders and participated in one on one dialogues about the 

many displays of academic achievement in the four core subjects. The event was moderated by 

scholars Danielle Patrice, Mikael Reyes, Craig Smith, and Kiara Rosario.  

On Mar. 20th, 7th grade scholars presented their projects at the annual Science Expo. It was a well 

attended breakfast co sponsored by the Cambridge School Volunteers with parents, caregivers and 
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scientists (7th grade NetPals). Many praised the creativity and the scientific innovation seen in so 

many of the projects. March was a busy month and I suspect that April will match it in intensity! 

Thank you all for your continuing support! 
 

 

Peace, 

 

Manuel J. Fernandez 

Head of School 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SAVE the DATES 
 Apr. 1/2 – 8th Grade PARCC Math assessment 

 Apr. 3 – Student Council field trip to ADL Youth Congress 

 Apr. 4-grade 7 Project Teach Field Trip 

 Apr. 8- PCO meeting- 6:30-Topic: End of the Year Field trips 

 Apr. 9-School Site Council Meeting –Topic: Autism Awareness 

 Apr. 14- Upper School Math Program Info Meeting -6:30pm - CRLS 

 Apr. 10 - CSUS Talent Show 

 Apr. 18- Good Friday- NO SCHOOL 

 Apr. 21-25- Spring Vacation Week 

 May 15/16 – CSUS Theater Dept.  presents “HOODIE” -7:00pm 
 
 


